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4-H Alberta Canine Project Standards 
All 4-H Alberta members registered in the canine project must follow the 

requirements as set out by 4-H Alberta. 
 

 
 
Objectives of 4-H Alberta Canine Project: 
❖​ Gain knowledge in dog rearing, care and training through the experience of 

owning (ownership is not required), caring for and maintaining records for his or 
her dog. 

❖​ Develop skill, patience and understanding of the handling practices essential in 
working with dogs. 

❖​ Gain knowledge and an appreciation for dogs and the role they play in the 
Canadian family and community. 

❖​ Develop skills in leadership, communication, planning, assessment, 
decision-making, evaluation and time management. 

 
4-H Canine Project Member Minimum Requirements 
❖​ All members must be in good standing. 
❖​ Ownership of the Canine project:  

➢​ The 4-H member does not need to own the dog registered as a canine 
project.  

➢​ It is required that the 4-H member does the majority of the training, 
grooming and caring for the dog being entered for six months.  This rule 
may be waived up to the day prior to the show at the discretion of the 
project leader and elected committee in the event of illness, injury, or 
death of a dog or in the case of a whelping female. 

➢​ 4-H Members can have multiple project animals 
➢​ One project animal can be used by more than one family member if 

competing at a different level. 

 
4-H Canine Project Minimum Requirements 
 
❖​ All canine projects must be identified in their project record book by either 

colour picture, copy of registration, electronic identification or tattoo number. 
➢​ Project animals do not need to be purebred to compete at a 4-H level. 
➢​ Project animals can only be changed within the club year with approval of 

the project leader, elected committee, and club members. 
❖​ Intact males are prohibited because of safety reasons. 
❖​ Disqualification/Ineligibility of a dog.  

➢​ No dog that is taped or bandaged in any way, or has anything attached to 
it for medical corrective purposes shall be eligible to compete.  
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➢​ Exceptions may be made with written confirmation from a veterinarian 
that the dog is able to compete, upon approval of the judge and/or event 
committee. 

➢​ The judge and/or event committee may excuse, from one or more events, 
any dog attempting to attack any dog or person attending the event or in 
the show. 

➢​ No dog with a physical condition, which is detrimental to the health of the 
dog, shall be eligible to compete or participate. 

➢​ Any abuse of dogs on the grounds or in the ring will result in 
disqualification of the dog and handler and no ribbon or participation 
points will be awarded. 

❖​ Female dogs in season may be shown in obedience or agility competition. The 
dog should be the last dog to enter the show ring and separated from other dogs.  

❖​ One dog is permitted off leash at a time during agility events. All other dogs must 
be on leash. 

 
4-H Canine Project Options & Guidelines 
Project time should consist of 10-12 hours. 
❖​ Obedience 

-https://www.caninecoachingclub.com/Obedience%20-%20Rally%20Rule%20
Book%202021.pdf 

❖​ Rally Obedience (Rally-O) 
➢​ Abide by the Canadian Association of Rally Obedience guidelines - 

https://www.ckc.ca/en 
❖​ Agility - it is recommended that the project should be a year old or older. 

➢​ Abide by the Agility Association of Canada guidelines 
 
Canine Project Vaccinations 
❖​ All dogs attending any 4-H event at any level must be vaccinated. 
❖​ Proof of vaccinations must be available for presentation to the event committee 

on any day of the given event. (Photocopy of original). 
❖​ The following vaccinations are required to be current (in the event that an 

animal is unable to comply, there must be a Veterinarian certificate stating 
such): 
➢​ Rabies; 
➢​ Canine Parvovirus; 
➢​ Distemper; 
➢​ Hepatitis; 
➢​ Leptospirosis; 
➢​ Bordetella; 
➢​ Canine Parainfluenza; 
➢​ Others as designated by the event committee 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.caninecoachingclub.com/Obedience%20-%20Rally%20Rule%20Book%202021.pdf
https://www.caninecoachingclub.com/Obedience%20-%20Rally%20Rule%20Book%202021.pdf
https://www.ckc.ca/en


​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Revised March 11, 2026 

 
Safety: 
❖​ Safety of 4-H members and leaders must be the first priority of all project groups. 

Safety requirements for each project must be met and taught at project meetings 
including the safe handling and storage of tools, equipment and supplies. 

❖​ Each project group should have at least one (1) presentation for the members that is 
specific to the safety requirements of the project. 

❖​  It is recommended that a qualified first aid provider be present at project meetings 
and events, and a first aid kit is on hand. 

❖​ Leaders should have an adequate number of informed adults present at each project 
lesson to effectively supervise members working on projects. 

❖​ Members must abide by event rules as established by the event organizers. 
❖​ Members must be physically able to control their dog or if they are unable to control 

their dog, there must be an assigned volunteer or leader to support this member.  
❖​ Dogs should not be permitted to play with other dogs during project meetings. 
❖​ Dogs must be separated from each other. It is recommended to keep them at least 6 

feet apart and on leash when required. 
❖​ Pinch and Prong Collars should not be used by 4-H Members. 
❖​ In the event a dog bites another dog or human at a 4-H event (club/ project meeting 

or beyond) the dog will not be permitted to return. Exceptions can be made in minor 
incidents by the club if behavioural changes are proven: aggression courses have 
been taken successfully, the dog has seen specialized training or behavioral 
veterinarian, etc.  

 
Achievement Day Event 
❖​ Each project in a 4-H club shall hold an achievement day suited to the project and the 

4-H club goals. 
❖​ Members must follow all of the rules of the Club, District, Regional Achievement 

Show Committees including rules related to service animals. 
 

Club or Interclub Project Regulations 
❖​ In addition to the basic Provincial minimum project/industry requirements, there 

may be other regulations established by club or interclub project committees. It is the 
member’s and leader’s responsibility to know these rules and regulations. The 
individual organizing committee is responsible for administering and enforcing rules 
and regulations. 

 
Regulation Violation Consequences:  
Anyone violating any of the above requirements will not be able to participate at 
any 4-H event relating to that project area, during the remainder of the project 
year.  

If, due to unforeseen circumstances, a member is unable to finish a 4-H project 
in the traditionally accepted manner, the "club, district, regional committee, and 
or club leadership along with the 4-H member” need to consider and explore 
alternate methods that support a successful completion of the member’s 
project. 4-H Alberta provides a safe, fun and inclusive environment for our 
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members that is supported by caring adults who recognize that, in trying times, 
4-H can also be flexible and accommodating to best serve our positive youth 
development focus. 
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